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We are getting ready for Winter Carnival 2020. Have you ever wondered how we 
build the Ice Chapel? Here are pictures from 2019. To see more pictures from 

Winter Carnival and the Ice Mass visit mtucatholic.org/carnival2020

COUNTER-CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: SLS Group in Phoenix. 
| Prefrozen panes of ice are painted with religious images for the 
stained ice windows. | The base of the altar is devoutly stomped 
into place using the same forms that we use for the all-nighter snow 
statue. | A large block of ice hewn out of Keweenaw Bay is carefully 
placed on the packed snow altar. 



Happy New Year! I hope 2020 has gotten off to a good start for you and 
your family and friends!  Come Holy Spirit!

We’re just back from SLS20, the national FOCUS conference, and it was an 
amazing journey!  We’re getting ready for Winter Carnival and all that this 
new semester will hold.  Please pray for the Lord to bring rich fruit during 
this semester in the lives of all the students here at St. Al’s.

Please note the memorial to Alex Gill (+2019), a St. Al’s student leader who died tragically this past summer.  I was blessed to work 
with Alex from my first months here at St. Al’s, and to be one of his Mission Partners after he graduated and was serving as a FOCUS 
Missionary in Wisconsin.  Please pray for his eternal repose, and for comfort for all who still grieve his death.

The untimely death of a recent graduate points to the mystery of how and when the Lord is at work in our lives.  We know neither 
the day nor the hour when He will call us home.  Even in the midst of sorrow, with hope we also share here ways God’s is still at work 
in the lives of alumni and students!

We are making good progress in the Multiply the Mission Campaign: by December we surpassed the halfway mark, and we have 
now raised over $1.6 million!  Please prayerfully consider becoming part of the campaign in this new year! (multiplythemission.org)

Thank you for all the ways you support us, and please continue to pray for God's grace and guidance in all that we do here at St. Al's!

—FR. BEN 

OVER THE LAST FIVE YEARS  Mass attendance is up more than 50 
percent, more than 120 students are in Catholic Bible studies, and the 
great number of students involved has led St. Al’s to become a contender 
in Winter Carnival.

A catalyst for this growth was the addition of a FOCUS team in 2014, 
but that growth could not have been sustained without the resources to 
take advantage of ministry opportunities that have arisen along the way. 
Those resources have come from alumni, parents, and friends of St. Al’s 
like you.

There are still many students on campus to 
reach, but to keep growing the outreach 
we need your support. Please prayerfully 
consider joining the St. Al’s Living Faith 

Society by signing up to make a recurring monthly gift in support of this 
outreach.

As part of the Winter Carnival Living Faith Challenge the first six 
months of your gift will be matched, up to $5,000. Please visit 
mtucatholic.org/give to join us in this mission today.

—RHEN HOEHN, ST. AL’S DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

MTU CIVIL ENG ’09 & MBA ’10

Stewardship Update

PA S T O R ’ S  N O T E

COLORADO
DENVER | JUNE 6

ILLINOIS
CHICAGO | JULY 20

michigan
TRAVERSE CITY | may 11

ANN ARBOR | may 12
RICHMOND | may 13

GRAND RAPIDS | may 14
ST. JOSEPH | JULY 21

NOVI | JULY 22
MIDLAND | JULy 23

minnesota
minneapolis-st. paul | JUNE 22

wisconsin
MADISON | june 23

MILWAUKEE | juNE 24
APPLETON | juNE 25

Join us this summer in a city near you! 
St. Al’s Alumni and Friends Cookouts!

Details at mtucatholic.org/alumni

living faith
society



“As Alex’s regional director, he shared with me that mission-
ary life did not come very natural to him or didn’t match up 
particularly well with his natural strengths. Yet, Alex was so 
convicted of its importance that he decided he had to stretch 
himself. This kind of humility and sacrifice in order to lead 
others to Christ is what I will remember most about Alex. He 
never took the road of least resistance, but seemed to always 
choose the path of greatest importance.”

–Tyler Degen, FOCUS Regional Director  

“Both of the retreats I attended my junior year of college were 
led by Alex. My life was changed forever. I was able to let the 
Lord into my heart truly for the first time and went to confes-
sion for the first time in 14 years. Now I’m a FOCUS mis-
sionary. I will always remember Alex’s great joy in guiding his 
group of students and his great confidence in the power and 
the will of the Holy Spirit.”

–Retreat attendee 

Richard Fitzpatrick served as a FOCUS missionary at St. Al’s 
and Michigan Tech for two years. During this time, he met 
Alex and walked with him in helping him to grow his prayer 
life, which blossomed into the opportunity for Alex to lead 
his own Bible studies and even evangelize while rock climb-
ing in some of the most beautiful regions of the Keweenaw:

“One thing that stood out to me about Alex was his dedication 
to Jesus shown through prayer and evangelization. I remem-
ber hearing of his late night holy hours and was inspired by his 
commitment. It was common for him to go outside his com-
fort zone to spread the Gospel by inviting people to his Bible 
study and talking to them about their faith. He was quick to 
accomplish the spiritual goals placed in front of him. Once I 
asked him to read a book on prayer hoping he would work 
on it throughout the semester, but a few weeks later Alex had 
finished the book. This is just one example illustrating his ea-
gerness to grow in relationship with God.”

TO HEAR A 2017 INTERVIEW WITH ALEX GILL, VISIT
BARAGARADIO.COM/PODCAST/EP-219/

R E M E M B E R I N G
Alex Gill
1 9 9 5 - 2 0 1 9

ALEX GILL, a St. Al’s alumnus and 2016 Michigan Tech graduate, died following a tragic accident in Wyoming in July 2019. 
The driver, Steven Biddle, was killed. He worked in Campus Ministry at Western Michigan University. Vince McLain, a re-
cent MTU graduate and St. Al's alumnus, also was in the vehicle but was not seriously injured.

Alex’s faith journey grew robustly during his time at St. Al’s and in discipleship with the FOCUS missionaries stationed here. 
After graduating from Michigan Tech, Alex served as a FOCUS missionary for two years at University of Wisconsin-Platte-
ville. The life Alex led, so devoutly dedicated to Christ, is best remembered through the words of those who had the pleasure 
to mentor and work beside him in sharing God’s word:



On the Path
to the Diaconate
T I M  W E B B  ' 8 0

What kind of impact did St. Al's have on you?
I attended forestry school at Tech in the late 1970s. In my late teens and early twenties then, I can’t say that 
I was by any means a model Christian. Nevertheless, the pastor at the time, Fr. Tom Wantland, invited me 
to make a prayerful commitment to Christ, which I still see as a critical turning point in my faith journey. 
Change was not instant, but the seed he planted grew gradually and surely over time. The availability of a 
church home in the midst of the campus was, and still is, a Godsend. Just as important was having several 
Catholic friends, and we encouraged each other to stay anchored in the Sunday Mass through all the ups and 
downs of our college years.

What did you do after graduating?  
Gail Roberts Webb ‘81 and I met at Tech during our forestry summer camp session, and were married in 1982 
while I completed a master’s degree from the University of Montana. We have been blessed with four sons and 
a daughter, who range in age from 32 to 14. Our oldest son and his wife are the parents of our three grandchil-
dren. I worked for the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources for about 15 years before moving back 
to our home state of Michigan about 21 years ago. I have enjoyed my career with Michigan DNR in Traverse 
City. We are active members of St. Mary of Hannah parish near Kingsley, MI.

Why do you support St. Al's? And, why is St. Al's important to our youth?
I can’t tell you how appreciative I am of the influence St. Al’s had on two of my sons – John (BS Forestry ‘13), 
and Tom (BS Applied Ecology ‘16). They both became immersed in Catholic life at St. Al’s and both served 
as ‘chapel rats’ for three years, living and working at the parish. At a time when so many young adults leave 
home for college and let their faith wither, our sons came out of school with stronger faith and devotion to the 
Catholic Church than I could ever have hoped for. That’s why Gail and I continue to support St. Al’s financially 
and in prayer. I want to help ensure this campus ministry continues to offer the same opportunities for growth 
in faith that my sons and I received. Students are not only pursuing a college degree. At the same time, they 
are also hungering for and seeking truth in an increasingly relativistic world. St. Al’s provides the classroom 
for that faith education, that truth so vital to these young adults.

How were you called to the diaconate?
I entered into diaconal formation in the Diocese of Gaylord a little over four years ago. I had stirrings to pursue 
this vocation for many years, but I feel God really solidified this calling through the individual promptings of 
several friends, and through the support and encouragement of my wife Gail. It has been quite a journey. Over 
the months and years of formation my understanding of what this vocation entails has changed immensely. 
God willing, I and three other men from my diocese will be ordained as permanent deacons later in 2020.



DEACONS, WE WANT TO 
HEAR FROM YOU!

These are the permanent dea-

cons that we know about who 

are St. Al’s alumni. But we know 

there may be more. Can you 

help us?  Are you a permanent 

deacon who attended St. Al’s? 

Do you know someone who is 

in religious life or a permanent 

deacon and is a St. Al’s alum? 

Let us know! We will send you 

a St. Al’s coffee mug, just email 

us at: sarah@mtucatholic.org

DCN. JOHN CADEAU

DCN. TOM CORRIGAN

DCN. JERRY FUST

DCN. PHILIP KILKENNY

DCN. TOM MCCLELLAND

DCN. DAVE TALFORD

DCN. WARREN VONCK

To read Dcn. Jerry Fust’s testi-

mony, visit:

mtucatholic.org/news/jerry

TIM WEBB’S SONS, TOM AND JOHN, GRADUATED FROM MICHIGAN 
TECH AND SERVED AS CHAPEL RATS AT ST. AL’S. THEY SHARE 
MEMORIES FROM THEIR TIME AT ST. AL’S. 

John Webb ‘13
St. Al’s quickly became my home soon after I started as a student at Tech. It’s 
where my faith became my own. My family life growing up was an important 
start, but once I was away from home, I had to decide if my Catholic identity 
was important to me. Being part of that community meant that I didn’t need 
to make that commitment alone. Setting out on your own is a challenge, and a 
challenge to your faith especially. St. Al’s provides a community that gives stu-
dents a chance to make that walk alongside friends. Many of those friends, for 
me at least, stay a part of your community long after graduation. St. Al’s gives 
students a real opportunity to encounter Christ during the years that matter 
most to making that lifelong commitment. 

Tom Webb ‘16
Many young people go to college and lose their faith; I went to college and 
found it. St. Al’s was pivotal in that faith formation and expansion, giving me 
a plethora of opportunities to grow, such as retreats, evening events, FOCUS, 
and the SEEK conference which really propelled me forward. But more im-
portantly than any of these programs, St. Al’s provided me with community. 
And, I was a Chapel Rat for three years, so where others may say St. Al’s was 
their “home,” it was literally my abode. Faith formation gets a bit easier when 
Jesus lives just down the hall from you. We had this couch in the Rat Residence 
called “Blue Betty,” which was my combination nap station and work desk. We 
got a new couch eventually, and I had to dispose of Betty, which we loaded up 
in the back of the Church pickup truck. We created a mobile lounge, so we took 
it to scenic overlooks (Mont Ripley, Calumet Water Works) and enjoyed the 
views from the comfort of a living room sofa, until we had to discard it.



St. Al’s has a new Knights of Columbus Campus Council 
#17237 with more than 40 members who joined in the past 
year. In recent months, the council has helped to chop wood 
for the elderly, serve at the Life Outreach Center’s annual 
fundraising banquet, and has eaten 50 pounds of chicken 
wings during the council’s monthly fellowship gathering.

“The council provides an opportunity for the guys at St. Al's 
to bond in fraternity through service to one another and the 
wider community,” says Associate Pastor Fr. Dustin Larson. 
“It is a chance for men to grow in leadership and to proac-
tively seek out ways they can help people around them.”

Fr. Dustin said they decided to start a campus council when 
they recognized that charitable service opportunities are a 
great stepping stone for someone to connect with the com-
munity. Grand Knight Jay Czerniak joined the Knights dur-
ing his senior year in high school. When he came to St. Al’s 
he continued to grow in his faith and the principles of the 
Knights: charity, unity, fraternity and patriotism.

Jay is a third year at Michigan Tech studying civil engineer-
ing. The Medford, Wisconsin, native says he jumped at the 
opportunity to help start a council with assistance from Fr. 
Dustin and District Deputy Ed Glowacki because “putting 
your faith into action by serving and growing with other 
men is something we should all strive for.”

As a council the group also is working with councils through-
out the Keweenaw to serve the community. “When we leave 
Tech we will no longer have St. Al’s in the same way in our 
lives, but we will have the Knights. Once a Knight always a 
Knight,” Jay says. “I’m extremely excited to see where my 
Brother Knights from Council 17237 at Michigan Tech end 
up and how they will continue to serve their future parishes, 
their families and live their faith after graduation.”

Deputy Grand Knight Josh Treib, a third-year electrical en-
gineering undergraduate, is from Birch Run, Michigan. He 
says he became a Knight to grow in fellowship with others 
but also to help men grow in fraternity with one another.

“St. Al's is already a great community of people with several 
groups doing different things such as FOCUS, but I haven't 
seen anything quite like the Knights at St. Al's or at Tech,” 
Josh said. “The Knights at Tech is just another way in which 
Christ can reach people. We can serve as another invitation 
to go deeper into one's faith and it may be the opportunity 
that some first say yes to.”

The Knights are coordinating a group rosary before every 
Wednesday evening Mass at St. Al’s. Upcoming events for 
the council include a Novena for Life, group consecration 
to St. Joseph on his feast day in March, movie nights with 
discussion, blanket making for the Life Outreach Center in 
Hancock, appreciation dinners for members of the St. Al’s 
community and other faith-based activities.

BONDING IN
FRATERNITY
THROUGH

�ervice



Students at St. Al’s are helping to raise money to support the Multiply the Mission cam-
paign and give toward the renovation of the kitchen in the parish hall. To do this, a 
student campaign committee of 20 members (pictured above) is meeting with fellow 
students to raise a goal of $31,415.92 in pledges (1 percent of the overall goal). 

To date alumni and friends have helped St. Al’s raise more than half of the campaign goal 
($1,648,059.21). With these gifts, the FOCUS team expanded to six missionaries this 
fall, with one of them reaching out to the Greek communities, one to graduate students. 
Starting in January, a seventh missionary joined the team to reach out to varsity athletes.

The second story addition, located above the Chapel Rat residence, is already in use! 
There are two new meeting rooms used by some of our 25 student-led FOCUS Bible 
studies, Knights of Columbus meetings, 12-step group programs, NFP training and 
more. It also includes a relocated priest residence for Fr. Ben and Fr. Dustin. 

As we make further progress toward the overall campaign goal, St. Al’s plans to hire a 
Director of Music and Liturgy to enhance St. Al's worship and to train even more gradu-
ates to serve and lead in their future parishes. Additional funding will help to provide 
renovations to the existing parish hall, kitchen, bathrooms, and Chapel Rat residence. 
Recently, two endowment funds have been established to support long-term evangeliza-
tion at St. Al's; one in the UP Catholic Foundation and one in the Michigan Catholic 
Foundation. Watch for more details about these endowment funds.

S T U D E N T  C A M PA I G N 

Kicks Off
Z A C HT H O M A SPAT R I C KN ATA L I AC H E L S E A

M I C H A E LM A D IK I AYAK A L E BJ U S T I N

J A M E SJ A C KH E AT H E RG E O R G EE R I N

D E V O NC O R AB E N J A M I NA N N I K AA B B Y

RAISED SO FAR
$1,648,059.21 

52% of the goal

TOTAL GOAL
$3,141,592.65

MULTIPLY
THE

MISSION

Multiply the Mission
THE CAMPAIGN FOR ST. AL'S
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ST. ALBERT THE GREAT UNIVERSITY PARISH

411 MacInnes Drive

Houghton, Michigan 49931-1198

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

WANT A FREE ST. AL'S T-SHIRT?  
Visit mtucatholic.org/shirt 

VISIT MTUCATHOLIC.ORG/BLOG
for more pictures and articles.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS?
Visit mtucatholic.org/address

Fr. Tim Ekaitis ('01 Electrical Engineering) helped lead the annual St. Al's event at the Great Lakes In-
vitational Hockey Tournament in Detroit. About 40 people attended the event. Maybe their prayers 
helped Michigan Tech win the tournament! Michigan Tech last won the tournament in 1980 and 2012. 


